[Rowan Sees JFK's Dallas Trip 
Motivctfecl By Alarm Over Bias 


Chicago, March 25 (AP) — A 
former State Dept, official says 
he believes a strong reason for 
President Kennedy’s fatal trip 
to Texas was the President’s 
concern for the Negro and his 
dedication to decency and de- 
mocracy. 

Carl T. Rowan, former am- 
bassador to Finland and now a 
syndicated columnist, says in 
the current issue of Ebony 
magazine that Kennedy told him 
two days before his assassina- 
tion that hatred was “spreading 
across the country like a can- 
cer.” Rowan quoted Kennedy 
as saying he felt partly to 
blame. 

Rowan, a Negro, recalled a 
meeting with the President on 
Nov. 20, 1963, the day before 
Kennedy left for Dallas. Rowan 
had been out of the country 
for six months. He quoted Ken- 
nedy: 

“Carl, a lot has happened in 
the six months you’ve been out 
,pf Washington. Hatred is spread- 
ing across this country like a 
cancer, the bigots, the Birchites 
(are like a plague. They get 
bolder every day. I suppose you 
read about the disgraceful 


things that they did to Adlai 
Stevenson down in Texas. 

"This trend is dangerous for 
the country. It endangers you, 
me and human rights and all 
that this administration stands 
for. 

‘T have made up my mind 
that a President is obligated to 
use the prestige of his office to 
try to halt this damned mad- 
ness. I have concluded that I am 
partly to blame because I 


1 “ ~.ven’t got out among the peo- 
e enough. I'm going to Texas 
morrow partly because I be- 
ve it is something I am ob- 
ated to do.” 

Rowan said he conluded from 
esident Kennedy’s remarks 
it Kennedy “wanted to be- 
ve that he had a noble and 
triotic purpose, tha he 
>ught his mission was, to 
;tore the sanity of the Ameri- 
people.” 



